Student Briefs

Mike Kline: Driven from within
First-year student and 2nd Lieutenant
Michael J. Kline does not like to do anything
the easy way. During his senior year at the
College of William and Mary, he decided
he did not want to pursue the business
school path traditionally taken by his fellow
finance majors. Instead, he chose to explore
a career related to his interests in law and
the military.
Kline, who grew up near Washington,
D.C. – where it was easy to develop a
passion for the legal and military fields
– remembers asking himself, “What is the
most physically challenging thing I could
possibly do? What is the most mentally challenging thing I could do?” His answers were
joining the Marine Corps and attending law
school, respectively.
He then found a unique way to fulfill
his plan through the Marine Corps’ Platoon
Leaders Class Law Program, which allows
participants to pursue a commission with
the Marines while attending law school.
After earning his B.B.A. in May 2005,
Kline immediately began the rigorous 10
week officer training program, graduating
from Officer Candidate School in August as
a 2nd Lieutenant.
Although the program was extremely
difficult, he felt the challenges of OCS did
help prepare him for the stress of law school,
especially in a physical sense.
“Coming from OCS, law school feels like
a break,” he said. “We only got five hours of
sleep each night. The boots we wore weighed
five pounds and the rifles weighed eight, plus
we carried our packs.
“It was very demanding, but rewarding. I
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think law school will be the same way.”
Kline said one of the biggest challenges of
law school thus far occurred before class even
started: coordinating the move to Athens
while attending OCS.
“We did not have computers at OCS, so
we could not read or write e-mails,” he said.
“Besides that, we did not have much downtime during the day, so I wrote all my letters
to Georgia Law at night by flashlight.”
Not only was communication made difficult, but scheduling was as well. Kline graduated from OCS on August 12 and arrived in
Athens the next day – already a day late for
first-year student orientation.

“… I wrote all my letters
to Georgia Law at night
by flashlight.”
- Mike Kline

The game of catch-up was somewhat of
a struggle, as assignments had already been
posted, bookstores had sold out of many law
textbooks and Kline had to spend time moving into a new apartment.
Later this year, Kline hopes to start a
Military Law Society together with Georgia
Law’s five other students who are currently
military officers. The group plans to host
events and speakers that would introduce
others to military issues in the legal community.
When Kline finishes law school, he plans
to spend six months at The Basic School to
learn fundamental Marine Corps infantry,
followed by 10 weeks at the Naval Justice
School. He will then be qualified to practice
law with the Marine Corps, with his ultimate goal being to work in operational law
as an adviser to military officers.
With such a demanding path ahead, what
is Kline’s source of inspiration? “I’ve always
been driven from within,” he said. “It’s a
hard path, but I know when I’m through,
it will have been the most rewarding experience of my life. This is definitely something
that’s going to get me up every day.”

Rusi Patel: Finding the light
Second-year student and UGA graduate Rusi C. Patel arrived at Georgia Law in
2004 eager to finally focus on international
law, a passion he developed in college after
extensive traveling and a number of lawrelated classes.
He credits his family with his “global” enthusiasm – his mother was born in
Uganda, his father in India, and various family members currently reside throughout the
world in countries such as England, Kenya,
India and Australia. His visits to these places
stimulated his interest in foreign legal systems, and he decided to pursue his hobby on
an academic level.
However, two weeks before Patel enrolled
in law school, he was diagnosed with testicular cancer.
“I was so excited about finally getting
into what I wanted to do for a career, and
then this situation [my cancer diagnosis]
completely preoccupied me,” he said. “My
family and friends strongly advised me to
defer law school for a year, but I decided to
start classes anyway.”
Although the illness brought about many
complications to his routine, Patel said the
hardest part was primarily finding enough
energy – physical and mental – to get
through long days of classes and studying.
Following his surgery, he was prohibited
from lifting anything weighing more than
10 pounds – including his law books. In
addition, he had to sleep much more than
normal each day to regain energy, a feat for
any first-year law student.
Early in his treatment cycle, Patel found
an unexpected source of strength. While
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waiting at a doctor’s office, he noticed a
flyer for UGA’s Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society.
Wanting to help fellow cancer patients,
he immediately decided to get involved and
was put in charge of a group for the society’s
upcoming Light the Night, an annual walk
that raises money for leukemia and lymphoma research. Despite having only two
weeks to organize funding and tactics, he
raised so much money that he was asked to
join the campaign and organizational committee this year.
Patel said working with the group changed
how he felt about his own experience with
cancer. “Leukemia and lymphoma are cancers that really make you think. Mine was
nothing – it was only in stage one. The cure
rates for these cancers aren’t nearly as high.”

“My family and friends
strongly advised me to
defer law school for a
year, but I decided to start
classes anyway.”
- Rusi Patel

Cancer has not only affected Patel’s life
as a student, but his future plans as well. He
now is looking to obtain a position in the
field of health law, aiming to find pro bono
work with a health care-related organization.
His interest in the law and politics of
other cultures remains in his future goals,
but he now has one more ambition in his
life, one that he finds equally important.
Although his first year at Georgia Law was
difficult, Patel does not regret not deferring
law school for a year. “Law school was something I knew I wanted to do, and I had never
quit anything before. In the past year, I have
learned more about myself than I ever would
have otherwise. I learned so much about
my family, my friends and, probably most
importantly, how to deal with real issues.”
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